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though " his carriage and walk are somewhat careless/'
He had large dark-blue eyes, a straight nose, a small
and well-shaped mouth, and he knew instinctively how
to make the most of his pleasant appearance.

His father misjudged both the boy's ambition and
his ability to deal with people. Duke Leopold need not
have been anxious about his son's behaviour during his
first decisive interview with the Emperor. Even as a
youth Francis's easy approach to strangers, his obvious
good-humour, made him a most popular companion.
And when, as was now the case, he wanted to make a
good impression on any one, he rarely failed. Francis
had charm.

Besides, Francis was extremely fortunate in their
first encounter on August 10, 1723. They met at the
Emperor's hunting lodge at Trautmannsdorf Castle, near
Prague, a most advantageous background for both of
them. For Francis loved hunting as passionately as
modern boys love motor-cycles ; at home he had bored
his tutors by his incessant talk about the hunts. Charles,
in turn, was always particularly approachable when he
was occupied with his favourite pastime. Francis did
not have to pretend enthusiasm; in the hunting lodge
his " fine spirit" was natural to him, and he sincerely
respected the Emperor's prowess as a hunter.

Their love of hunting established a bond between
them at once. Soon Charles was completely charmed
by the boy, and this was no small achievement as
Francis's German was extremely faulty, and Charles
hated French. Like many sonless fathers, Charles
became quite sentimental about Francis, and the
Emperor was moved and worried when a slight indis-
position made it impossible for Francis to travel to
Vienna when the imperial party left Bohemia.